
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Year A 
 

Christ Obedient Unto Death. 
 

We celebrate Christ who obeyed his Father’s will 

not only in word but also in deed. 

And Christ assures us that it is not too late to turn to God 

and to do his will. 

 
(Readings: Ezekiel 18: 25-28. When the sinner renounces sin, he shall certainly live. 

Philippians 2: 1-11. In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 
Matthew 21: 28-32. He thought better of it and went. Tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of God before you.) 

 

 

In the parable of the two sons, in this week’s Gospel, Jesus was direct, coming right to the point. 

He showed up the hypocrisy of the chief priests and the elders of the Jews, pointing out to them 

the perilous position in which they stood in relation to God and heaven. They were like the 

second son who paid mere lip service, saying ‘yes’ whilst clearly, having absolutely no intention 

of working in the vineyard.  

 

Such lip service, especially to God will, never get them to heaven. – Just consider, at any 

moment, they may be called from this life. And what defence will they offer their just Judge? 

Will they dare to make excuses, excuses with which they try to ease their consciences? – Excuses 

which we, too, so often make ourselves: 
 

 “I didn’t realise it was a sin.” 

 “I was too occupied with family and personal cares to have time for my spiritual 

duties.” 

 “I was led astray by a bad example.” 

 “I went along with the crowd, and I didn’t want to be different from the others.” 

 “I intended to put things right one day.” 

 “I was once let down by the Church, and so I didn’t want to get involved and be let 

down again.” 

 

When we stand before the judgement seat of God, we won’t dare to make such flimsy, feeble 

excuses. 

 

The first son initially refused to go to the vineyard. But he later thought better of it and went. He 

realised the error of his way, that he was sinning against his father by refusing to follow his 

request, his instruction. 

 

For our part, let us follow the first son’s example and realise that we, too, are sinners failing to 

follow our heavenly Father’s instructions. And in realising that, may we, likewise, come to 

understand that we are sinners who are still on earth, and that while we are, the door of God’s 

mercy remains wide open to us.  

 

If like the first son we have also said, “I will not go into God’s vineyard,” we still have time to 

change our mind; to reverse that sinful decision. With God’s grace, not only can we turn over a 

new leaf, but we can completely wipe out the sinful pages of our life’s story written up to now.  



Remember what God in his mercy did for the tax-collectors and the prostitutes in the scriptures 

and in the parable; what he did for the likes of Matthew and Mary Magdalene; what he did for 

such people as St Augustine and St John Chrysostom, and for the countless millions of unknown 

penitents who are now saints in heaven. – He can also do the same for us! 

 

We first answered the call to work in God’s vineyard when we accepted Baptism, and therein, 

membership of his Church. If we have grown casual, or worse still, careless in our fervour, and 

refused to do the tasks allotted to us, we still have time to put things right, thanks to God’s mercy 

and patience. 

 

And so, let us look into our conscience and see just how much of our past life we have given to 

God, and compare it with how much we have kept back for ourselves.  

 

If we were called tonight to render an account to the Lord, would we be ready? Will we be on 

God’s side, our duty done? Is our corner of the vineyard producing ‘abundant crops’? Or is it, 

perhaps, filling up with weeds and brambles? 

 

God our Father has given each one of us all the time, and all the talents, and all the grace 

necessary to do the work he has allocated for us. Let us pray that every day we may have the will, 

that is to say, the faith, and the loving dedication to do the work required of us, so that when at 

last our heavenly Father does call us to account, he may judge our work complete. 

 

To help keep our task in the forefront of our hearts and minds, here are few thoughts, or aids, 

worth remembering: 
 

1. Make time to work.  –  It is the price of success.  
 

2. Make time to play. –  It is the secret of perpetual youth. 
 

3. Make time to think. – It is the source of power. 
 

4. Make time to pray. – It is the greatest force on earth. 


