
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Year A – (Series 2) 

 
The Vineyard Of The Lord. 

 

The Church rejoices in being the vineyard of the Lord.  

At the same time, we have cause here for much heart-searching and prayer. 

 
(Readings: Isaiah 5: 1-7. The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House of Lords. 

Philippians 4: 6-9. The God of peace will be with you. 

Matthew 21: 33-43. He will lease the vineyard to other tenants.) 

 

 

Today’s Gospel reading is, in effect, an eviction notice to the nation of Israel, in which we hear 

how Jesus warns the Jews that they must either pay their rent or lose their place in his kingdom. 

 

The warning came in the form of a parable, about a landowner who planted a vineyard. He made 

all the necessary preparations for an abundant harvest, and then leased it out to tenant farmers. 

The agreement, that is to say, the terms of the lease, was that when the crop was gathered, the 

tenants would pay the contracted percentage to the landowner. But when harvest came something 

went badly wrong. The landowner sent his servants to collect his share of the crop, but the tenants 

refused to pay. Instead, they abused the servants, and kept all of the harvest to themselves.  

 

The owner then sent his own son, thinking that they would be bound to show him more respect. It 

made no difference. Rather than showing respect the tenants plotted to kill the son, hoping to 

steal his inheritance and keep it as their own. The only option left open to the landowner was to 

reclaim his vineyard and let it out to other, more trustworthy, more deserving tenants. 

 

You may well ask, what all this has to do with us? What is Jesus telling us in this parable? Well, 

simply this: He is reminding us of our own tenuous position in his vineyard, that is to say, in this 

world; that we, too, are merely tenant farmers. We don’t actually own anything. It is only 

entrusted to our care and use for a little while. When all is said and done, and whatever we may 

like to think, everything in this world belongs to God.  

 

I believe that, at some level, deep-down in our hearts, we all intuitively recognise this truth. And 

yet, we still habitually commit our time to earthly concerns, and our energy to the accumulation 

of worldly possessions, convinced that they will be ours forever. 

 

One of the most famous stories Jesus ever told was about a rich farmer whose harvest was so 

great that his barns could not hold it all. So, the farmer built larger barns, saying to himself; 
 

“Eat, drink and be merry. You have all that you need for years to come.”  

 

But God called the man a fool, and asked him; 
 

 “Whose will these things be that you have provided?” 

 

And this is the essential question each and every one of us will have to answer. – One thing is for 

sure; they will not be ours for very long. Yes, we can leave them to our heirs, always assuming 

we still have them, but they will not be theirs for very long either.  



The simple truth is, we are merely tenants in this world which we currently occupy. The ultimate 

and absolute ownership of everything is God’s, and God’s alone. If we fail to understand and 

accept this truth, then we, too, are fools! 

 

The other truth contained in this parable is that we must pay the rent or lose the lease. Jesus told 

the chief priests and the elders of the people; 
 

“The kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will yield a 

rich harvest.” 

 

In other words, either use it, or lose it! – That is one of the most basic, most essential laws of life. 

And you can observe this law in operation in every area of our existence. For example, look at the 

physical. – If you don’t exercise your muscles, you lose the ability to use them. If you were to, 

say, strap your right arm to your side, and if you were to leave it strapped there for a number of 

weeks, when you released it, you would find that you couldn’t even lift it away from your side. 

 

The same can be observed in other realms; realms of the spiritual. – If we don’t pray regularly, 

we slowly lessen our ability to pray at all. If we don’t pray as a community, the community 

diminishes and fractures, until it eventually fades away. If we don’t go to church, we will find, to 

our unconscionable cost, there is no longer a Church for us to go to when we need it.  

 

That said, I recognise, absolutely, and without reservation, that in this current situation in which 

the world finds itself, with all the menaces and palpable dangers that Covid-19 has wrought, there 

are those who simply CANNOT attend church at this time, for right and serious reasons; the 

elderly and medically vulnerable; those with underlying conditions of one kind or another. That 

being so, I do not include them in my last comment, nor in those I make below. Rather, I pray for 

them, and with all my heart, and look forward to the day when they can once again, re-join us in 

church. 

 

I do, however, include those who choose not to attend; those who believe that watching the Mass 

on television is entirely ‘sufficient’; that it is merely the ‘New Norm’. Wrong!!! Yet more wrong 

still are those who consciously separate themselves from the worshipping community, contenting 

themselves to lie snugly in their warm beds on a Sunday morning, perhaps recording the Mass, to 

watch at a more convenient time, when they have nothing better to do. Either way, the woeful 

truth is that they are actively denying themselves the very Sacrament the Mass celebrates; a 

celebration in ‘remembrance’ of him who calls us, indeed, commands us to ‘do it’, not ‘watch it’! 

 

If we don’t use it, we will lose it! 

 

When we fail to use the gifts and privileges at our disposal, it is both a deeply profound tragedy, 

and a reckless dereliction, for every privilege carries with it a corresponding responsibility. 

 

Notwithstanding the current limitations and necessarily imposed restrictions we all currently face, 

we nonetheless, have every opportunity of living our lives to the full, both secular and 

sacramental. And God’s grace is there to help us make the most of that life, even in the light of 

some temporary inconveniences and needful adaptations. What we do with it is entirely up to us.  

 

When all is said and done (and when Covid-19 is behind us, which one day, it will be) like those 

tenants in the vineyard, we too, will be held accountable; liable for the gifts we have received by 

God’s grace; for the things we, as Christians, are called to do; for the things we wilfully fail to do. 

 

If we don’t pay the rent, we will lose the lease. – If we don’t use it, we will lose it! 


