
 

Remembrance Sunday 
 

 

“Visibility less than two yards…  

Muscles and nerves at breaking point…  
 

Explosions 60 feet above us… 

… Such human suffering!” 

 

The words of a French commander fighting in Italy during the Second World War.  

 
John Keegan, the military historian, once commented. 
  

“A rational army would run away. 

Combat is not rational. 

It defies one of the strongest of all human instincts,  

that of self-preservation.” 
 

Even so, millions of soldiers gave their lives in irrational wars in the last century alone.  

 

When Jesus was on the point of laying down his life, he challenged his disciples to be ready to do 
the same when he said:  
 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, 

that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” 

 

In saying this Jesus is making three points. Firstly, to love in the sense that Jesus is speaking of, is 
to freely put the interests of others before your own, for the sake of their welfare. And this is so 

because love is not about warm, slushy comfortable feelings, though of course they can exist. Nor 

is it about acting in the interests of others because we are somehow coerced or are being forced to. 

It is not about giving to others in the hope of what we might get in return, as in, say, the adulation 

of a grateful nation for the returning war heroes, as right, and as proper as that is. 
 

When Jesus says that, the greatest love we can have is to lay down our life for a friend, he is 

saying that pure love puts no limits, or conditions, on what it is prepared to give for the sake of 

others.  

 
When purest love goes into action, it has no limits on how far it will go in wilful self-sacrifice! 

And, just to be absolutely clear, Jesus isn’t talking about making a futile gesture, or enduring a 

pointless death. He speaks of the kind of love that engages in purposeful self-sacrifice. And the 

purpose is the good of others, to save the lives of those we love through the ‘greatest love’ of all, 
the love that is ready to give everything, even our very selves, if necessary.  

 

Jesus tells us the greatest love we can have is to lay down our lives for our friends. But what does 

that mean for us today? How should we respond? Well, we need to accept his standard of love, 

because ours gets very clouded by our limited understanding of exactly what love really is.  
 

We tend to concentrate on emotions and passions to the exclusion of almost anything else. But 

once we have accepted Jesus’ standard, then we can begin to measure the way we love against his. 

And to do this we must be honest with ourselves; we may find we have limits to how far we will 

go for the sake of others – whether we count them as our friends or not.  



The second point to make here is that Jesus practised what he preached, even to the point of dying 

for those who were deeply hostile towards him. “Love each other as I have loved you”. 

 

And how has he loved us? St Paul puts it like this: 
 

“Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us”. (Romans 5: 6-8) 

 
St John, arguably Jesus’ closest friends, also says, 
 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us”. (1 John 3:16) 

 

Jesus died to liberate us. When he sacrificed himself on the Cross, he won the decisive victory. 

Even so, the struggle continues. We need to see the reality of that continuing spiritual warfare 
amidst the peacetime prosperity that we, at least in this country, take so much for granted.  

We also need to accept that by our very nature we remain enemies of Jesus.  

 

In our human sin we are on the wrong side, opposing his will for us! We need to see that for love 

of us Jesus has paid the price, the ultimate price, of our opposition.  
 

If you are still his enemy, then believe that he died for you and become his friend today.  

 

If you are already his friend, then ask yourself, ‘How does a friend of Jesus live?’ 
 

This brings us on to the third and final point: Jesus said 
 

“You are my friends if you do what I command… 

Love each other as I have loved you.” 

 

But that is not to say that we become his friends merely by loving like him. When we truly become 

Jesus’ friends, he changes us from within. He gives a new nature, one like his own; one that has 

his characteristics; one which gives us the capacity for purposeful self-sacrifice.  

 

For now, selfishness still lives in us, even if it’s no longer at the core of our being. There is still a 
great struggle, a war within us, between self-centredness and a readiness for sacrificial service of 

others. We still have much to learn about living a life of his ‘greatest love’. And it is only the 

living, loving friendship of Jesus, and the power of his Spirit within us, that can teach us. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

 

Statement from the President and the Vice-President of  

the Conference on the National Lockdown  

Wednesday 4th November 2020 
 

Today, Parliament passed into law the Regulations governing many aspects of activity in the 

whole of England until 2nd December. These Regulations prohibit the gathering of people for 

communal worship in churches and other religious buildings.  

Churches remain open and in use for activities other than communal worship, including 

personal prayer and support for those in need. Funeral Masses and funeral services may be held. 

Please refer to the Regulations (for places of worship see paragraph 18) and associated Guidance.  

Despite profound misgivings it is important that we, as responsible citizens, observe these 

Regulations, which have the force of law: ‘Remind them to be obedient to the officials in authority; to 

be ready to do good at every opportunity’ (Titus 3:1). We do this in solidarity with so many others on 

whom are being imposed restrictions which impact severely on their lives and livelihoods.  

It is also important to recognise that these Regulations are not an attack on religious belief. 

However, they do demonstrate a fundamental lack of understanding of the essential contribution 

made by faith communities to the well-being, resilience and health of our society.  

At this difficult moment, we ask that, as a Catholic community, we make full use of our churches 

as places of individual prayer and sources of solace and help. We must sustain each other in our 

patterns of prayer, joining a national shared moment of prayer each day at 6pm, and observing 

the Vigil of Christ the King (21st November) as a day of prayer for the ending of this pandemic. 

And we encourage you all in your practical service and support of each other and those around 

you in need.  

This pathway of prayer and service is the royal road we are to take as a gracious witness in our 

society today.  

 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols   Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP  

President   Vice-President  

  


