
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Year B 
 

The Baptism Of The Lord. 
 

The Father anointed his beloved son, Jesus, with the Holy Spirit and with power,  

to bring healing and peace to all the nations. 

 
(Readings: Isaiah 55: 1-11. Come to the water. Listen and your soul will live.   

1 John 5: 1-9. The Spirit and water and blood.  

Mark 1: 7-11. You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.) 
 

 

Saints Matthew, Mark and Luke each tell us that Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan by John 

the Baptist. Luke tells us it took place when he was about 30 years old. But one question is left 

unanswered. None of the Gospel writers tells us why he was baptised. Mark clearly states that John 
proclaims:  
 

“A baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” 

 

It is here that the mystery lies. – The Church has always taught that Jesus was sinless. There is no 
indication anywhere in the Gospels that he ever asked forgiveness for himself; instead, he 

challenged his critics, saying: “Can anyone of you convict me of sin?” (John 8:45). The first letter of 

St. Peter says: “He did no wrong. No deceit was found in his mouth.” (1 Peter 2:22). The Letter to the 

Hebrews makes a similar statement: “He was tempted in every way that we are, but never sinned.” 
(Heb. 4:15).  
 

If Jesus is sinless, why then, did he seek out, and submit, to a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins?  

 

One answer is that he was identifying himself with sinners, and shouldering the common sin of the 

human race. In any event, his baptism was undoubtedly an expression of humility. It revealed the 

basic attitude he had towards all of life, namely, that he never sought any privilege for himself. He 
never expected exemption from any of the struggles, or from any of the responsibilities that are 

common to the human race. So, when John came proclaiming a baptism of repentance that led to 

the remission of sins, Jesus took his place in line with all the rest and was baptised. 

 

Matthew tells us that John was troubled by this. When John saw Jesus standing there, waiting to be 

baptised, his reaction was, “I have need to be baptised by you, yet you come to me.” John couldn’t 

understand that kind of humility, and, quite frankly, neither can we. 

 

How many of us are wrapped up in improving ourselves?  

 

We want a better job, more money, a bigger house, a nicer car; we want so many things. This way 

of thinking has become so much a part of our living that we have devised a whole new language 

and figures of speech to describe it. We say of certain people that they are ‘climbing the ladder of 

success’; ‘they are bettering themselves’. While we are concerned with climbing the ladder of 

success, Jesus was concerned with descending that same ladder, in order to serve those at the 
bottom.  



Napoleon once said: “I am not an ordinary man; I am an extraordinary man. The ordinary rules do 

not apply to me.” (a view clearly shared by a certain American President about himself). Jesus was 

also an extraordinary man, with gifts of insight and powers of persuasion. But in his mind, these 

unusual abilities obligated him to a life of service. They were given to him by God, and so, must 
be used to help the people of God. Prestige and personal ambition were of no interest or concern to 

him at all. His only concern was to know, and to do the will of his heavenly Father. 

 

This spirit of humility, evident in Jesus’ baptism, can be traced throughout his life. No task, no 

matter how small or menial was beneath Jesus. The night before his Passion and Death, Jesus took 
a basin of water, wrapped a towel about his waist, and washed his Disciples’ feet; a demeaning task 

that none of the disciples seemed willing to do. What a profoundly moving sight, to see the Son of 

God girded with a towel going from one Apostle to the other, washing the feet of each one of them. 

– Only true humility could bear such a thing.  

 
Another sign of Jesus’ humility is that he considered the so-called ‘little people’ to be worthy of 

his time and attention. He showed the same regard for a prostitute as he did for a prominent 

Pharisee. He took time to meet and bless children, even though his Disciples seemed to think it was 

beneath him. He praised the small donation of a poor widow and proclaimed it the largest gift of 

the day. He held her up as an example of giving for all the world to follow.  
 

People who become overly impressed with their own self-importance do not have time for 

insignificant people, for social outcasts, or little children, or poor widows. – In Jesus’ mind there 

was no such thing as an insignificant person.  
 

The Book of Revelation quotes Jesus as saying: “Here I stand knocking at the door. If anyone hears 

me call and opens the door, I will enter and have supper with him and he with Me.” 

 

Have you ever tried to see an important person? –  The secretary asks, “Have you an appointment?” 

You answer, ‘No’ The secretary explains that this person is very busy and only sees people by 

appointment. You explain that you won’t take up much of his or her time. You are invited to take 

a seat. Between appointments the secretary manages to have a word with the important person and 

tries to arrange a meeting. In the meantime, other visitors come and go, while you just sit and wait, 

and wonder what is going on. 
 

That can be a very humiliating experience. – You begin to feel painfully unimportant, and you 

begin to wonder if anyone even remembers that you are there at all. 

 

The one sitting patiently in the waiting room of your life, hoping 
for a chance to visit you, is none other than the very Son of God 

himself; Jesus, who stands at the door of your heart; who lovingly 

knocks and then quietly waits.  

 

Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, waits with deep longing for 
your invitation. All you need to do is remember that he is there, and 

open your heart and let him in. 

 

 


