
 

6th Sunday of Easter 
 

Year B 
 

The Spirit Of God's Love. 
 

We celebrate the coming of the Spirit of God's love on the Church.  

And because God does not have favourites,  

the Spirit is communicated through the Church to the whole world. 
 

(Readings: Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48. The Holy Spirit has been poured out on the pagans too. 1 John 4: 7-10. God is love. John 15: 9-17. A man can have 

no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends.) 
 

 

 

Commonly, before people go for a job interview, they usually spruce themselves up, as best they 

can, then check with their family or friends if they look alright; if they ‘look the part’. Any 

necessary adjustments are properly made, and assurances of, “don’t worry, you’ll be fine”, are 

given. On the way to the interview the nervously hopeful applicant might even whisper a prayer 

to St Jude, the patron saint of lost causes. 

 

CVs, cataloguing past accomplishments, duly supported by the appropriate and ‘all-
important’ certificates and signatories, have already been sent in advance of the interview. 
Any gaps in the person’s employment history have either been carefully veiled, or rationally 

explained, sometimes stretching the boundaries of conventionally recognised honesty. All needful 

reports and references now lie on the desk in the interview room. And so, with dry throat 

rehydrated, sweaty palms rubbed dry, signs of nervousness masked with apprehensive smiles, the 

interview begins.  

 

People go through all this, all the anxiety and strain, merely in the hope of being chosen for a job! 

The prospect of failure and rejection is very real, and it is unnervingly immediate, but the deep, 

profound hope of being selected, gives the applicant courage to face the inevitable, probing 

questions. To be ‘chosen’, from all the other applicants, is to be picked out, to be opted for, to be 

preferred, to be taken on. And this makes all the risk of rejection and refusal worthwhile. 

 

It is only when applicants are chosen for a job that they are free to take it or leave it. Before 

acceptance they are in no position to choose the advertised job. In applying they declare that they 

want the position. Even so, wants are not choices. It is only after they have been successful in 

their application, and have been accepted, that they have the power to choose, or reject the job 

offer. And that is why people who are somehow forced, or coerced by circumstances into a 

particular course of action will often say, “But I had no choice in the matter.” Real choice 

presupposes the freedom, and the power to commit oneself. 

 

When St John talks about the love of God in today’s second reading, he is clear about what he 

means. “This is the love I mean: not our love for God, but God’s love for us.” The same message 

is underlined in his Gospel: “You did not choose me, no, I chose you.” 

 

We don’t have to turn up at any interview to discover if God will choose us or not, he has already 

made that choice. He has already made the everlasting decision to love us. God’s love is not an 

issue. It is not a matter of speculation. It is there!  

 



 

 

God’s love is elemental, as it is primary. And it is only because of the primacy of his love that we 

have the power and, indeed, the freedom, to choose God. For his part, God has already opted for 

us. He has declared his choice. He has, if you like, taken us on!  

 

It is a decisive, dynamic undertaking of love that began with the Father: “As the Father has loved 

me, so I love you. Remain in my love.” 

 

The hope is expressed that we can come to appreciate God’s choice of us. It is such good news 

that St John is anxious to get the message through to us, simply, clearly, and unequivocally. – 

Can we remain in the love that chooses us? 

 

God’s love is based on choice: he loves because he chooses to love. The supreme example of that 

is the Word, Jesus. And if the supreme act of love is to lay down your life for the sake of others, 

Jesus shows that he could have no greater love. His love takes him to the Cross, just as the 

Father’s love raises him up. – Jesus spends himself, giving of himself until there is nothing left to 

give. He empties himself, for love’s sake. 

 

In everything he did Jesus kept on choosing to love, not, a ‘once upon a time’ love, but an 

abiding, ‘for ever and ever’ love, and it drained him. 

 

That self-giving quality of divine love is one that can be seen in the lives of so many people. One 

doctor saw it in a way he would never forget. As a young medical student he watched an unusual 

operation in a London hospital: 
 

“It was the first time that this particular brain operation had been carried out in England. It 

was performed by one of the country’s leading surgeons upon a young man for whom, 

after an accident, there seemed no other remedy.  
 

It was an operation of the greatest delicacy, in which the slightest error would have had 

fatal consequences. It involved many hours of unbroken, intense, concentration on the part 

of the surgeon. When it was over, a nurse had to take him by the hand, and lead him from 

the operating theatre, like a blind man, or a little child.” 

 

That kind of unreserved self-giving, and the absolute concentration on the needs of another 

person, begins to reflect something of the quality of God’s love in Jesus. 

 

And Jesus hopes that we will choose to, likewise, give of ourselves in love, even when the giving 

hurts, even when we feel we have nothing left but our exhausted presence. But it is that kind of 

love that mirrors, albeit imprecisely, something of God’s love. As Jesus himself might say, the 

love that costs nothing can be managed by anyone, for everything is on credit. The bill for 

authentic love is the giving of oneself; the communication of oneself; the handing over of oneself. 

 

In truth, few of us have the freedom or, indeed, the ability to accomplish such self-giving love. 

But we can all choose to try, confident that our struggle is backed up by God’s divinely energetic 

love. And in the struggle, we will hear the voice of God encouraging us on; to love as he loves. 

 


