
 

 

7th Sunday of Easter 
 

Year B - (Series 2) 
 

The Spirit Of God’s Life. 
 

The Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church, the principle of its life and unity. God is living in us 

because he lets us share his Spirit. 
 
 

(Readings: Acts 1: 15-17, 20-26. We must choose one of these to be a witness to his resurrection with us. 

1 John 4: 11-16. Anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in him. 

John 17: 11-19. That they may be one like us!) 

 

 
Jesus was to leave his apostles and return to his Father, while they were to carry on his work in 

the world. He knew how difficult their task would be. He also knew the fallibility and failings of 

human nature. So weak and fickle is that nature that even Peter, his right-hand man, having 

declared that he would never fail him, would, within but a few short hours of making that 

declaration, deny even knowing Jesus, three times! And yet, knowing all this, Jesus prayed to his 

Father that his followers would be given all the help they would surely need. 

 

Jesus himself came into the world to bear witness to the truth, and it was the truth, above all else, 

that he wanted to hand on to his disciples. His first prayer was that they would hold fast to all 

they had been taught because, they, in their turn, would be asked to go out into the world and 

teach all nations.  

 

We are Jesus’ disciples today! And so, he makes the same request on our behalf; that we remain 

faithful to the truth. But what is truth? Pilate asked that very question, though he didn’t wait for 

the answer. Jesus tells us in today’s gospel what the truth is when he says, “Father, your word is 

truth.” Therefore, if we accept and believe the word of God, as revealed by Jesus, and as passed 

on to us by his disciples, we can be sure that we shall possess the ‘truth’, just as they did. 

 

Having gathered together his disciples, Jesus prayed that they should be united, just as the Father 

and Son are united. Unity was to be the basis, that is, the very foundation of the Church. If the 

disciples presented a united front, all of them believing and teaching what they had learned from 

Jesus, their impact on the world would be truly effective. It was only through unity that they 

would preserve the truth. 

 

It was Jesus’ wish that there should be one fold, and one shepherd. But sadly, just as there was 

then, there is disunity in the Church of Christ today. Over the years, branches have been broken 

off by human authority, and re-planted in other fields. 

 

For example, breaking away from the One Holy Catholic Church, Anglicanism came into 

existence primarily because Henry VIII wanted to divorce his wife on the grounds that she 

couldn’t provide him with the son and heir he so badly wanted. Methodism emerged from 

Anglicanism because some could not accept the hierarchical structure of an ‘Episcopal’ Church. 

 



These, and other ‘breakaway’ Churches only continue to subsist today because, essentially, they 

retain something of God’s abiding truth. It is for this reason, and for this reason alone, that God 

tolerates division, and why he blesses them (us) all. Even so, a divided or splintered Church is 

certainly not what Jesus wanted. We can be sure that as he sits at the right hand of his Father in 

heaven, he is still interceding for us to be a united Church ‘one flock, under the one Shepherd’. 

 

And so, what can we do to help bring about a united Church? – Like God, can show authentic, 

loving tolerance. We can look for common ground whereby, as Christian brothers and sister, we 

may pray, and worship, and work together.  

 

We can show goodwill towards each other, whilst not settling for unity at any price, for God’s 

truth can never, must never, be compromised or diluted, even for the sake of unity. If we were to 

acquiesce on issues of right faith or doctrine, we might achieve a unity of sorts, but we would be 

sacrificing the truth. 

 

Yes, there are, profound theological and doctrinal differences, what some have described as 

‘stumbling blocks’, between Churches, such as the issue concerning the validity of Holy Orders, 

the infallibility of the Pope as the divinely appointed successor to St Peter, the Immaculate 

Conception Blessed Virgin, even the Eucharist, to name just e few. 

 

Concerning the Eucharist – We believe, rather, we know, that the Eucharist is the very Body and 

Blood of Christ, so how can we offer it to those who do not believe in his Real Presence? Or how 

can we ensure the integrity of the Sacraments when the validity of priestly orders is considered by 

some as merely a matter of ‘personal conscience?  

 

Many people outside the Catholic Church do not, cannot, accept what we believe concerning the 

Blesséd Virgin Mary. Others refuse to acknowledge the authority of the Pope, usually for purely 

xenophobic, nationalistic reasons, or simply out of blind, uninformed prejudice. Should we 

abandon, or water-down our fundamental beliefs, even for the sake of unity? – I think not! – This 

is something we just cannot do, for it would be to betray God’s divine truth. 

 

Jesus prays that his disciples will be armed against the hostility and temptations of this world. He 

doesn’t ask his Father to remove them from the world, but to protect them from Satan. They must 

remain in the world, to be its light, and to spread the Good News. But at the same time, to do this, 

they must remain uncontaminated by the evil which is all around them. It is a narrow, difficult 

path which we, too, have to follow.  

 

We may feel that it would be easier, simply to retreat from the world, and to hide ourselves from 

all its dangers. Yes! It may be, but we are called to witness to the Gospel, in our homes, and in 

our workplaces, and in our personal relationships.  

 

Just like the first disciples, we will often be rejected, and ridiculed, and even hated by the world. 

At such times we may be tempted to despair, or to give up the struggle. – God forbid! – Even in 

the face of all of this, we can be confident, knowing that Jesus is aware of our problems, and of 

all the difficulties in which we often find ourselves. He strengthens us with his truth. And he is 

continually praying to his Father that, we too, shall never be lost or overcome by the Evil One. – 

 

Come the day, when we are all one flock, under the one Shepherd! 


