
Pentecost Sunday 
 

Year - B 
 

Today we celebrate the great day of Pentecost when Christ filled the Church with the power of his spirit 

and sent it out into the world to bring his peace, joy and forgiveness to all mankind. 

 
(Readings: Acts of the Apostles 2: 1-11. Galatians 5: 16-25. John 15: 26-27, 16: 12-15.) 

 
 

Frederick Edward Smith, the 1st Earl of Birkenhead, was a famous early 20th Century British 

lawyer and politician. He was regarded by many as a man just a bit too clever for his own good. 

As Margot Asquith once said of him; “Very clever, but his brains go to his head.”  

 

It happened that Smith was conducting a particularly lengthy and rather complicated case before 

a judge whom he, Smith, regarded as a bit slow, and even rather dim. As the case drew to its 

close, the judge let it be known that some of the issues involved were no longer clear to him. So, 

Smith gave the judge a short, concise account of all the issues, and their implications.  

 

As Smith sat down, the judge thanked him politely, but added, “I’m sorry, Mr Smith, but I regret 

that I am none the wiser.” Smith rose wearily to his feet again. “Possibly, my lord,” he said, “but 

you are better informed.” 

 

Information doesn’t necessarily mean wisdom, just as knowledge doesn’t always lead to good 

judgement! Like the judge in the story, we can have all the information available but still be none 

the wiser as to what it all actually means. 

 

In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus give his final address to his disciples, in which he promises to 

send them a good lawyer! Generally speaking, lawyers are only needed when there’s trouble. As 

we know only too well (as we have all carefully read our bibles) there is plenty of that coming the 

way of the disciples. Before too long, arrests will be made, charges laid, court scenes and trials, 

and of course, sentences to hand down. Even so, Jesus promises his disciples that the lawyer, that 

is, the ‘Advocate’ whom he will send, will lead them out of confusion and bewilderment, and into 

the complete truth. 

 

But the lawyer Jesus will send is no human advocate. He is the Spirit of truth, who comes from 

the Father. And so, Jesus consoles his followers with the following promise: “I still have many 

things to say to you, but they would be too much for you now. But when the Spirit of truth comes, 

he will lead you to the complete truth.” 

 

One of the more fascinating characteristics of St John’s Gospel is how he presents the story of 

Jesus as a kind of lawsuit between God and the unbelieving world; a trial in which witnesses are 

ranged on either side to argue the case that asks, “Is Jesus the Messiah and the Son of God?” 

 

God’s witnesses are his Word in Jesus, the great prophet John the Baptist, the signs and mighty 

works of Jesus, and finally. the Holy Spirit and the apostles. Whatever else you might say, this is 

an impressive group of witnesses, all supporting the claim that Jesus truly is the Son of God. The 

opposition, though somewhat less impressive, is represented by the sheer weight and number of 

unbelieving Jews, those who bring their own testimony against that claim. 

 



 

When Jesus’ trial gets under way, Jesus’ accusers are invited to bear witness regarding the evil 

Jesus is alleged to have committed. But Jesus boldly challenges the officer in the court, “If I have 

spoken wrongly, bear witness to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”  

 

Of course, his challenge is not taken up. 

 

According to St John’s account Jesus wins the most important lawsuit in history. And because 

Pilate declares him innocent, not once, but three times, the judge, that is to say, Pilate, is himself, 

guilty of perverting the course of justice when, despite his innocence Pilate still hands Jesus over 

to be crucified.  

 

The trial of Jesus is seen as something of an insidious sham, a grisly masquerade in which the 

innocent one is handed over to be executed. And even when he dies on his cross, the lawsuit 

remains unsettled. Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah, and to be the Son of God, is confirmed by his 

resurrection when, three days after his death, his Father raises him to glory. But still, there are 

many who stubbornly refuse to accept even this evidence. 

 

The principal advocate for Jesus’ claim is now the Holy Spirit. He is the big lawyer who 

advances the claims of Jesus before the court of the unbelieving world. And the Advocate’s 

principal witnesses are the apostles; those who have been with Jesus, right from the very 

beginning of his earthly ministry. 

 

What we celebrate at Pentecost is the coming of the Advocate; the coming of the one who enables 

the apostles to be witnesses to Jesus’ claims in the world.  

 

Before the coming of the Holy Spirit, the apostles were simply incapable of acting as his 

witnesses, because they were no more than a small group of frightened men who were, altogether 

too confused, and too hurt to act effectively as witnesses on behalf of Jesus. But, with the help of 

the Holy Spirit, who is the Advocate, they were graced. And they were empowered with a new 

courage. So graced, their courtroom was the marketplace of the world. So empowered, they are 

more than able to testify to the truth of Jesus’ claims; able to testify to anyone who has ears to 

hear. 

 

As we know from our own experience, that lawsuit continues. The case is not yet closed, because 

there will always be a jury to persuade. And so, the Spirit continues to be the Advocate, calling 

upon each successive generation of Christians to come forward as witnesses in the case of ‘Jesus 

-V’s - the World’s Unbelievers’. 

 

In this, our own generation, we are Jesus’ witnesses. So, it is given to us, both individually and 

corporately, to argue the case on his behalf, because this ‘unbelieving’ world still looks to us, his 

followers, today’s disciples, to make the case, not so much by the eloquence of our rhetoric, or 

the merit of the testimony we have, but by the quality, and by the witness of our lives. – The 

world is not dying from a lack of information. It is dying from not having life in Jesus’ name. 

 

St John, the evangelist, sums up his case on behalf of Jesus when he tells his readers that he has 

advanced his cause; “… so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing this you may have life in his name.” 

 

The case continues! 


