
 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Year B 
 

The Lord Who Does All Things Well. 
 

Today we celebrate our ‘unbounded admiration’ for the Lord who makes no distinctions between 
classes of people, but makes the poor rich in faith, the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 

 
(: Isaiah 35: 4-7. The ears of the deaf shall be unsealed and the tongues of the dumb shall be loosed. 

James 2: 1-5. God chose the poor to be the heirs to the kingdom. 
Mark 7: 31-37. He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.) 

 

 
 
In today’s Gospel, we hear the account of one of the many healing miracles attributed to 
Jesus. In this particular instance, he healed a man who had a hearing problem coupled with a 
speech impediment. Most commonly, we learn to speak by listening to other people talk. So, 
if we cannot hear, it is bound to affect our speech. – In this man’s case, Jesus corrected both 
problems at the same time. He ‘opened the man’s ears and immediately he began to speak’. 
 
As interesting as this story is, we might wonder why St. Mark thought it important enough to 
record. It was because he wanted to remind us of our need for spiritual healing. The truth is, 
whether we have physical disabilities or not, we all need spiritual healing. And this is because 
we are all sinners.  
 
The real issue is not in, or with, our bodies. Rather, it is with, and in, our hearts, and in our 
minds. There are times when we are not really alive to the pain and the sorrow; to the love, 
and to the hatred; to the good, and to the evil which surrounds us on every side. And so, we 
need to constantly hear the healing command of Jesus, “Open not only your ears, but your 
minds and hearts.”  

 
It is one of life’s great paradoxes that people are somehow able to hear without actually 
hearing. For example – and an example which applies to both husbands and wives – I talk to 
couples whose main complaint about their other half is, “He (she) doesn’t talk to me. But 
that’s not actually what they mean. What they really mean is, “He doesn’t listen to me. He 
doesn’t hear my pain.” “She doesn’t hear my joy and my hopes.” “He is locked away in his 
own little world, and simply doesn’t hear me.” 
 
I am convinced that that is the primary reason why proper, meaningful communication breaks 
down in so many marriages. The problem is not with the tongue but the ear. It also occurs to 
me that this imbalance between tongue and ear goes a long way in explaining much of the 
world’s considerable, and manifold miseries.  
 
Far too many people, including us Christians, are spiritually deaf, so much so, that we cannot 
hear the cry of humanity. We are deaf to the cries of need, and to the sobs of grief, whether 
they come from across the ocean or across the street. It is not that we are callous, or cold-
hearted. That is not the problem. Most of the people we know are very caring and warm-
hearted. The problem is that we simply do not hear, because of our spiritual deafness.  



 
So, we need Jesus to say to our ears, “Be opened,” for when they are, great things can, and do, 
happen. Messages get through. Understanding takes place. Sins are forgiven. Wounds are 
healed. Relationships are restored. Few, greater miracles could occur for us, than for our ears 
to be truly opened.  Picture a world where everyone listened to each other. – That really 
would be a golden, miraculous age. 
 
All that said, the problem goes yet further still. Our lack of hearing is bad enough, but a 
closed mind is so very much worse, since, the way we think, controls what we want to hear. 
Suppose for a moment, you have a disagreement with your neighbour. You believe one thing, 
he or she believes another. You are, both, absolutely convinced that you are right. And so, 
you don’t actually listen to what he or she has to say. You are merely waiting for your 
neighbour to finish, so that you can vent your own disdainful, self-righteous opinion.  
 
That is the pitfall, the peril of inflexible narrow-mindedness. It precludes the possibility of 
genuine communication. If we are truly willing to listen to another person’s opinion there is 
always the possibility, indeed, the probability of compromise. 
 
As well as listening to what others have to say, it is essential that we listen to what God has to 
say, since, our Lord is always wanting, and waiting, to speak to us. The problem is that all too 
often, we simply cannot hear him, because of all the noise, and because of all of the 
distractions which surround us. 
 
We all lead busy lives. And we all find it difficult to make time, to allow God to speak to us, 
to be still long enough to actually hear what he has to say. And when we do make a little time 
for God, we tend to be the one doing all the talking, and so, not spending nearly enough time 
listening to what he has to say. 
 
The fact is, all too often, we really don’t listen at all! 
 
If we want to improve our hearing, we only have to follow the example Jesus sets us. His life, 
too, was very busy, and very tiring. But he knew how important it was to go away by him 
self, to pray quietly, and listen to what his Father wanted to say to him.  
 
The good news for us – and here is where we are most certainly blessed – the good news is 
that, fortunately, our spiritual deafness can be cured. But only if we make an honest effort to 
really listen to God.  
 
Because we are sinners, like the deaf man in today’s Gospel, we need to go to Jesus and ask 
him to improve our hearing; that he may open our ears to hear more clearly, and thereby, to 
speak more perfectly. 


